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2014 Great NorthEast
ShakeOut a Huge Success!
WAKEFIELD, MA - Millions of people worldwide
practiced how to Drop, Cover, and Hold On at 10:16
a.m. on October 16th as part of the 2014 ShakeOut.

Luis Matnog of American Red Cross of Massachusetts takes
cover during the 2014 Shakeout.
MEMA PHOTO

Last year more than 24.8 million people were registered
in Great ShakeOut earthquake drills worldwide. This
year, 26.1 million across the globe and more than
500,000 in the Northeast were registered to participate,
either individually or by their family, school, organization or employer.
For the second year in a row, FEMA and the Northeast
States Emergency Consortium, in partnership with the
states of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Pennsylvania, coordinated recruitment and encouraged participation across the entire region. The majority of participants were from K-12 schools, with colleges, businesses, and government agencies also being
well represented.
Though large earthquakes are not common in the Northeast, they have occurred in the past and will again in the
future. The last major earthquake in the region was the
1755 Cape Ann earthquake (est. M 6.0) that shook from
Nova Scotia to Maryland and damaged many brick buildings-particularly the chimneys-in
(Continued on Page 3)

Cold and Snowy Winter Ahead For the Northeast
LEWISTON, ME – Winter is
right around the corner, and the
Farmers’ Almanac, which accurately forewarned of the bitterly
cold and snow-filled winter last
year, recently released its 2015
edition and official winter
weather outlook. It’s not for the
faint of heart.
According to the 198th edition of the Farmers’ Almanac,
this winter will see belownormal temperatures for about

three-quarters of the nation and no region will see prolonged spells of above
-normal temperatures. The Almanac
suggests that there will be a very cold
outbreak during the final week of January into the beginning of February.
“While we don’t think the winter will
be as extreme as last year,” reveals
Editor Peter Geiger, “we do believe
that it’s going to be another one for the
record books.”
(Continued on page 2)

Farmers’ Almanac National Outlook for
the 2014-25 Winter FARMERS’ ALMANAC
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Maine Participates in Virtual Multi Get Ready for a Cold and
(Continued from page 1)
-State Pet Sheltering Exercise
Snowy Winter
AUGUSTA, ME - During disasters, emergency managers not only aim to protect the civilian population, but
must also protect animals and livestock. Often people
will not leave their homes during times of emergency
unless they know their pets or livestock will be taken care
of. As Maine is a rural state with a prominent farming
industry, this piece of Maine’s emergency management is
especially important.
Recently, Maine took part in a virtual, multi-state, multi
-jurisdictional exercise in their Emergency Operations
Center (EOC). According to the University of Kentucky,
the point of the exercise was to test the states’ “abilities
to request resources” and “exercise their ability to respond to another state’s request for animal resources.”
Twenty-four states participated in this exercise which
was developed and administered by the University of

What about snow? Precipitation wise the Almanac
outlook includes a very stormy one for the eastern third
of the country, with copious amounts of snow and rain
near the Atlantic Coast. This translates into a prediction
of wintery, white and wet for most of the northeast.
But the National Weather Service forecast differs significantly. Its three-month outlook for November to January is forecasting above average temperatures and
“equal chances” for above and below average precipitation for much of the Northeast. See NOAA Precipitation
and Temperature Outlook maps below

NOAA nationwide winter precipitation outlook NOAA IMAGE

Pets need to be prepared, too!
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Kentucky. Maine participants included the Maine State
Veterinarian, Michele Walsh, the director of the Maine
Animal Welfare Program, Liam Hughes, representatives
from Cumberland County Animal Response Team and
the Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry (DACF) as well as MEMA staff.
“It was a good exercise overall and I think we all
learned something from it,” said Faith Mayer, the Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) Coordinator at MEMA. “The communication part of it went
well and so did the staff working together in the EOC.”
The entire exercise was done electronically via virtual
modules and conference calls.
“The purpose of exercises is to determine what you
know and where the gaps are,” said Laurie Levine, State
Relations Red Cross Liaison at MEMA. “Yes, we had
gaps, but overall the Great State of Maine did well–we
learned a lot and we pulled together as a team.”

NOAA nationwide winter temperature outlook NOAA IMAGE

While it may be hard to predict this winter’s weather
with accuracy, one thing is certain; the northeast will
experience cold temperatures and snow, so be prepared.
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New USGS Map Shows Increased Northeast Seismic Hazard
DENVER, CO - In July of 2014 the USGS released
an updated version of their U.S. National Seismic
Hazard Map, which represents the potential location,
magnitude, and frequency of earthquakes across the
country.
While the highest hazard regions remain mostly in
the western parts of the country, the hazard rating for
the Northeast has increased since the last edition of
the map in 2008. Previously, nearly all of the Northeast States were green (low), with yellow and orange
(moderate) areas in central New Hampshire, northwest Vermont, and the northwestern tip of Maine and
New York. Now much more of the region is reported
as having a moderate seismic hazard.
These yellow (moderate) areas have a comparable
seismic hazard to areas in California, such as the Sacramento area. It is also interesting to note that besides
western New York, the Northeast is not ranked in the
lowest two seismic hazard classes. This indicates the
potential for earthquakes across the entire region.

2014 USGS Seismic Hazard Map

USGS IMAGE

This map helps to raise awareness that there is earthquake
activity in the Northeastern with the potential for damaging
events.

Free Multi-Hazard Risk Analysis 2014 ShakeOut a Huge Success
WAKEFIELD, MA - NESEC is offering FREE as- (Continued from page 1)
sistance to help local, state, regional organizations and
Boston. Small earthquakes occur with a greater frequency,
others understand their risk from natural hazards. Usand medium (M 5.0) events occur every 50-90 years, acing the FEMA program Hazus and ArcMap, NESEC
cording to Dr. Ebel of the Weston Observatory. The next
models impacts of earthquakes, hurricanes and floods
large earthquake to affect the Northeast is bound to cause
in your jurisdiction. The reports include hazard maps,
significant damage due to the high concentration of unreinforced masonry brick buildings in older cities like Boston and Portland. These URM buildings lack internal supports and are susceptible to completely collapsing during a
large seismic event. Both cities are also partially built on
filled land, which only increases the shaking potential. Additionally, since large earthquakes are so infrequent, the
Northeast is not as experienced at responding to such a
disaster as the more seismically active regions.
Despite being located on a passive continental margin,
there is still tectonic activity going on in the Northeast. So
far in 2014, the region has experienced 44 minor earthquakes (magnitude 2.6 or lower). These small events serve
as a reminder that there is the potential for a large-scale
earthquake in the region.
Medical Center Flood Inundation Map
NESEC IMAGE
Thanks to all of those who participated in this year’s
Great NorthEast ShakeOut! There is no way to predict or
dollar damage estimates, shelter requirements, debris
prevent earthquakes, so being prepared and knowing what
estimates, critical infrastructure and facility impact and
to do when one occurs is the best defense you can have. If
much much more. NESEC has provided hazard risk
you missed the October 16th drill, you can still set a time
assessments to the City of Boston, Nashua NH, Ipsto practice Drop, Cover, and Hold On with your family or
wich, MA, FEMA Region 1, the State of Maine and
co-workers. Follow @nesec on twitter or visit
others. To request your FREE Hazard Risk Assesswww.nesec.org to get more information about earthquakes
ment please visit the NESEC GIS and HAZUS-MH
in the Northeast.
Assistance page and follow the instructions provided.

Support NESEC by Shopping for
the Holidays at
Amazon.com!
When you use the link below to buy at Amazon.com, you pay the
same price and Amazon gives NESEC 4% of the proceeds.

This space is available in upcoming editions of NESEC NEWS. For a sponsorship donation of $295, you can place
your corporate message or graphic here. For more information, please see our sponsorships page.
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