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   WAKEFIELD, MA - In January 

2015,  Eastern Connecticut experi-

enced a swarm of earthquakes all with-

in a week. Residents were startled by 

loud noises and light shaking. No ma-

jor damage was reported although 

some foundations and walls sustained 

minor cracks.  

   NESEC and Connecticut State Geol-

ogist Margaret Thomas consulted with 

Professor John Ebel of the Weston 

Observatory at Boston College, who 

provided this overview on Tuesday, 

January 13th:  

 A swarm of at least 10 earthquakes 

disturbed the earth near several small 

towns in eastern Connecticut since 

Thursday, January 8. 

 All the quakes have been recorded 

in the area of Plainfield, Killingly, 

and Sterling, which are near the 

state’s border with Rhode Island 

 The most recent was a 2.3-

magnitude quake that hit in Dan-

ielson, a bor-

Connecticut Shaken by Earthquake Swarm 
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   PROVIDENCE, R.I. - Governor Gina Raimondo has appointed 

Peter Gaynor to lead the Rhode Island Department of Emergency 

Management. "Pete Gaynor has done an outstanding job as the 

head of emergency management for the City of Providence and I 

know he will serve all Rhode Islanders with the same dedication, 

expertise and professionalism," Governor-elect Raimondo said. 

"His military background and extensive training will help us pre-

pare for emergency situations and keep Rhode Island families 

safe." 

   Before joining the Providence Emergency Management Agency 

as Director in 2008, Gaynor served 26 years as an enlisted Marine 

and Infantry Officer in the United States Marine Corps. He holds 

a Bachelor’s degree in History from Rhode Island College and a 

Master’s degree in National Security and Strategic Studies from 

the Naval War College. Under Gaynor's leadership, the City of 

Providence became the first municipality to meet national stand-

ards of excellence and receive accreditation under the Emergency 

Management Accreditation Program. Gaynor is a Certified Emer-

gency Manager (CEM). 

 Intensity Map of the Magnitude 3.3 
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Gaynor Named RIEMA Director 

From a National Guard Bureau News Release and other 

Sources 

    

   AUGUSTA, ME - National Guardsmen from Vermont 

and Maine are helping their Massachusetts counterparts in 

responding to recent major snowfalls that have buried areas 

of the Bay State. 

   The Maine Army National Guard is sending nearly 50 

troops, along with heavy equipment, to assist Massachu-

setts in re-

moving snow 

from coastal 

communities. 

   Maine Gov. 

Paul R. 

LePage and 

Army Brig. 

Gen. James 

D. Campbell, 

Maine’s adju-

tant general 

approved the 

request for 

equipment 

and assistance 

to Massachu-

setts, which 

came through 

the Maine 

Emergency 

Management 

Agency. 

“Our neighbors in Massachusetts are in need of our assis-

tance, and the Maine National Guard is ready, willing and 

able to help,” LePage said. “It is during these difficult times 

that our service members rise to the occasion and give their 

support to those who need it most. I commend our men and 

women who are taking part in this effort and wish them a 

safe return home.” 

  The Maine troops join about 500 from the Massachusetts 

National Guard and about 40 from Vermont. 

   Massachusetts Gov. Charlie Baker declared a state of 

emergency that allowed emergency officials to begin enact-

ing the mutual aid process with neighboring states and the 

private sector to secure heavy equipment for snow removal. 

   The request for assistance came through the Emergency 

Management Assistance Compact, a mutual aid agreement 

among all 50 states. 

   In addition to Maine and Vermont, the states of New 

York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania also sent personnel and 

or equipment to assist with response efforts in Massachu-

setts.  
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   WAKEFIELD, MA - NESEC has launched its Multi-

Hazard Risk Mapping assistance program to help local 

communities and other organizations mitigate their risk 

from natural disasters. When your application for Map 

Your Risk is approved, you will receive maps and analy-

sis reports of your risk from hurricanes, earthquakes, and 

floods. This information can be an important tool for haz-

ard mitigation, planning, operations, training exercises 

and more. The maps are a great way to help community 

planners and decision makers understand the risks spatial-

ly and motivate them to employ mitigation strategies.  

   NESEC is funded by FEMA to offer this assistance pro-

gram at no cost to the requesting community. Critical fa-

cilities, high potential loss facilities, utilities, and trans-

portation infrastructure can be very important during dis-

aster response, but can also be damaged by a hazard 

event. Knowing what structures are most likely to suffer 

losses during a given emergency can help you to take pre-

ventative measures before one occurs. Visit 

www.mapyourrisk.org to learn more and apply for assis-

tance. 
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Northeast States Assist Each Other 
to Fight Snow Storms 

   "I am excited to join the Raimondo administration as the 

Director of Emergency Management," Gaynor said. "I 

look forward to the opportunity to contribute my skills 

and background to keeping Rhode Islanders safe in an 

emergency." 

   "Keeping Rhode Islanders safe is one of the most im-

portant jobs as governor," Raimondo said. 

Multi-Hazard Risk Mapping Assis-
tance - Map Your Risk 

Army Staff Sgt. Jon Bohannon clears snow 

from a fire hydrant in West Newton, MA  
ARMY PHOTO: SGT. 1ST CLASS LAURA BERRY   

 Fire Station with Flooded Parcel and Access Road  NESEC  IMAGE 
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   WAKEFIELD, MA - The historic snowfall in the north-

east states this winter has most people eagerly awaiting 

spring and warmer weather. However if the weather heats 

up too quickly, all of the snow that has been steadily ac-

cumulating to this point has the potential to create lots of 

flooding. The Northeast River Forecast Center has re-

leased a map that predicts above normal flooding poten-

tial for the majority of Massachusetts, Connecticut, and 

Rhode Island, as well as southern Vermont and New 

Hampshire. New York, Vermont, New Hampshire, and 

Maine can generally expect more normal flooding rates, 

even seeing the potential for below normal flooding in the 

northern region of each state. At the time of this publica-

tion, only one flood gauge (on the north shore of Massa-

chusetts) was approaching flooding stage. The rest 

throughout the northeast did not record any flooding. As 

the weather begins to warm, depending on how quickly 

the temperature increases, all this snow may soon be 

causing additional damage as it melts.  
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Roof Collapse Safety Tips 
   FRAMINGHAM, MA - The heavy snowfall in early 

2015 has caused a number of roofs across the northeast 

to collapse. The Massachusetts Emergency Manage-

ment Agency (MEMA) advises homeowners to remove 

snow from their roof, especially if it is low pitched or 

flat. They advise residents to use a snow rake to re-

move snow from the edge of the roof moving inward, 

and  discourage standing on the roof or even using a 

ladder. The combination of ice and height make it a 

dangerous task, so consider hiring a professional. Signs 

of danger include sagging or leaking roofs, cracks in 

walls, and windows or doors that are hard to open. To 

learn more, read the MEMA release here.  

ough of Killingly, at 7:27 a.m. today. 

 The largest in the swarm was a 3.3-magnitude quake on 

the Plainfield-Sterling line recorded at 6:36 a.m. Monday, 

January 12 

 That temblor was felt throughout eastern Connecticut, 

most of Rhode Island, and in a few Massachusetts towns. 

Dozens of people in those states sent reports of the quake 

to the US Geological Survey. 

 The quake was the largest in New England since a 4.0-

magnitude earthquake hit southern Maine on Oct. 16, 

2012. 

 It is impossible to tell if the swarm will continue, but 

there is less than a 1 percent chance of getting anything 

larger than the 3.3 magnitude quake. 

   The Weston Observatory sent mobile seismographs to 

Connecticut while the events were occurring to try to bet-

ter pinpoint their epicenter and cause. They reported 11 

earthquakes between Thursday, January 8 and Wednesday, 

January 14. The cause of the seismic activity is still un-

known. While Connecticut has experienced previous 

earthquakes, they tended to be in the more central or 

southern parts of the state. On February 24th, two more 

small earthquake shook the same region near the Rhode 

Island border, and it is not yet clear if the swarm is contin-

uing, or if this recent activity is part of a separate event. 

   Earthquake swarms have occurred before in the north-

east, for example in Maine in 2012. They are characterized 

by many small earthquakes within a short time span, 

where there is no event that is clearly the mainshock.  

Continued from Page 1 
Connecticut Earthquake Swarm 

Map of building collapses in eastern MA  MEMA IMAGE 

Map showing potential flood levels in the northeast for 

late February and early March       NOAA/NWS IMAGE 

NOTE: Gray areas on the map represent regions where flood 

forecasts are not available 

http://www.mass.gov/eopss/agencies/mema/ready-massachusetts/roof-collapse-and-storm-dain-safety-information.html
http://www.weather.gov/nerfc/springfloodpotential
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Support NESEC by Shopping 

at Amazon.com! 

When you use the link below to buy at Amazon.com, you pay the 

same price and Amazon gives NESEC 4% of the proceeds. 

http://www.amazon.com/?&tag=nesec_search-20&camp=211041&creative=374005&linkCode=qs1&adid=0N6JCR9K24J44SXQV7NW&&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nesec.org%2Fdonate.cfm.html
http://nesec.org/corporate-sponsorships/

