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Remembering Hurricane
Forecaster William Gray

Bill Gray

FORT COLLINS, CO - William Mason (Bill) Gray,
emeritus professor of atmospheric science at Colorado
State University, passed away peacefully surrounded by
his family on April 16 at the age of 86.
He had remained active in his hurricane and climate
change research up until the time of his death. Gray was
famous for his seasonal Atlantic Basin hurricane
forecasts. Gray was a faculty member in the Department
of Atmospheric Science at CSU from 1961 through
his formal retirement in 2005. After retirement, he
continued his hurricane and climate research as a
professor emeritus.
In 1984, Gray initiated seasonal hurricane forecasts,
for which he became well known to many emergency
managers, and which received extensive media coverage
particularly in the 1980s and 90s.
(Continued on Page 3)

Two Cases of Zika Virus Reported in Connecticut
HARTFORD, CT - On March 18, the
first case of Zika virus in Connecticut
was detected by its State Laboratory.
A second confirmed case was reported
by the DPH on April 22. Officials were
informed by the New York City
Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene that a Connecticut man tested
positive for the virus after returning
from a trip to a Zika-affected area in the
Caribbean.
In January, Governor Malloy directed
DPH to test for Zika virus. CT DPH
was approved by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
to perform two separate levels of testing

for the Zika virus, giving patients and
their physicians the ability to receive
test results in a matter of days. “We
encourage those concerned about
symptoms to consult their doctor,
particularly if they have traveled to an
affected area and particularly if they
are pregnant. We have been actively
taking steps for months to prepare for a
positive case, including expedited
testing and a coordinated response
across agencies. While the risk of
transmission is low, we are
nevertheless no doubt continuing that
preparation to the extent that we can,” Zika is spread by mosquitoes
Governor Malloy said.
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Northeast Spring Flood Outlook

2016 National Hydrologic Assessment of Spring Flood Risk
NOAA IMAGE

WASHINGTON, DC - NOAA has released the National
Hydrologic Assessment of Spring Flood Risk. The
abnormally warm winter has limited the build-up of
snowpack over most of New England, with the exception of
Northern Maine, where exceedance of minor flooding
expected due to snowmelt. NOAA’s analysis takes late
summer and fall precipitation, frost depth, soil saturation
levels, stream flow levels, snowpack, temperatures and rate
of snowmelt into account.
Maine River Flow Advisory Commission also released a
report on statewide Spring Flood Potential. Snow surveys
showed snowpack water content at an average of 2 1/2
inches of water across the state, where there is snow. These
levels put water content in the lowest 10% to 25% of the
last 10 years. As of April 20th snow was still present in
northern Maine, with Allagash reporting 3.6 inches of water
in 15.7 inches of snow, and Winterville reporting 4.5 inches
of water in 14 inches of snow.
Other Northeast States are expected to see below average
spring flooding, according to the Northeast River Forecast
Center.

Northeast Spring Potential Flood Outlook
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RIEMA Hosts Senior Citizens
Disaster Preparedness Seminar
CRANSTON, RI - The Rhode Island Emergency
Management Agency (RIEMA), in partnership with
the City of Warwick, the Rhode Island Division of
Elderly Affairs (RIDEA), the Rhode Island
Department of Health (RIDOH), National Grid, Rhode
Island Red Cross, and United Way 2-1-1 held a free
Disaster Preparedness Seminar event geared towards
Rhode Island senior citizens on April 18th at the
Pilgrim Senior Center in Warwick, RI.
The event consisted of a presentation by RIEMA and
James McLaughlin, Warwick Fire Chief and local
Emergency Management Director, on the importance
of developing a disaster-supply kit, making an
emergency communications and medical plan, and
knowing what local emergency resources are available
to seniors.
"Every Rhode Islander should be aware of the
potential disasters that could impact our state and have
plans in place to deal with them, but senior citizens in
particular can be more vulnerable and may need help
with preparedness planning," stated RIEMA Director
Peter Gaynor. "Therefore, we are continuing to work
with the various local communities in an effort to
broaden our preparedness outreach initiative to the
Rhode Island senior citizen population by hosting our
fourth event at the Pilgrim Senior Center in Warwick."
Following the presentation, RIEMA and the
supporting organizations provided seniors with
important resources and information. Seniors signed
up with the Rhode Island Special Needs Emergency
Registry and filled out emergency contact and medical
forms.
"I want to thank RIEMA and the participating
agencies for hosting this critical event for the City of
Warwick," said Warwick Mayor Scott Avedisian.
"Our senior residents have seen and lived through the
impacts of many major storms. However, due to the
growth and continuous evolution of technology, there
are new and emerging preparedness resources that
many seniors may not be aware of. We are thrilled to
have emergency management professionals visit our
Pilgrim Senior Center to introduce the most up-to-date
preparedness information and offer advice on keeping
our seniors safe."
"Disasters can affect anyone regardless of age, but
older adults can be a particularly vulnerable
population," said Elderly Affairs Director Charles
Fogarty. "Rhode Island's population of adults aged 65
and over is set to grow by fifty-nine percent by the
year 2040. The majority of seniors prefer to age in
place, often residing in homes that they've lived in for
years. With more seniors living in the community, the
work of RIEMA and their focus on senior disaster
preparedness is instrumental in ensuring the safety of
Rhode Islanders."
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MEMA Meets with Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe
FRAMINGHAM, MA - On February 25,
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency
(MEMA) Director Kurt Schwartz, Deputy Director
Christine Packard, and Regional Manager James
Mannion attended the Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe's
Tribal Emergency Response Task Force Meeting at
the Tribal Council Offices in Mashpee, MA.
Under the leadership of recently hired Tribal
Emergency Preparedness Planner Nelson Andrews,
Jr., the Tribe has made great progress in developing
emergency response, mitigation and preparedness
plans. Nelson Andrews and James Mannion both
delivered presentations on how their organizations are
organized and operate to increase the understanding
of how the Tribe and MEMA can potentially
MEMA Representatives meet with the Mashpee Wampanoag
collaborate in the future.
Tribe’s Tribal Emergency Response Task Force
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Tufts Group Raises Funds for
Ecuador Earthquake Relief
MEDFORD, MA - On April 16th, a devastating
earthquake shook Ecuador. Students from Tufts For
Ecuador have been working to mobilize the Tufts
University community to assist relief efforts in Ecuador
in the aftermath of the 7.8 magnitude earthquake on
which has caused upwards of 650 deaths and injured
more than 16,000.
It was the worst natural disaster to hit Ecuador since
the 1949 Ambato earthquake. Ecuador President Rafael
Correa stated that the reconstruction would cost
“billions of dollars”.

Damage to Unreinforced Masonry Buildings Following
the Ecuador Earthquake

Several cities on the Ecuador Coast have been severely
affected and reconstruction will take a long time. Due
to the extent of the damage in some locations, the
Ecuador Government is considering relocating "one or
two" towns in the aftermath of the earthquake. There

were also concerns about the Zika virus outbreak and
the risk of dengue fever for people displaced by the
quake.
Tufts for Ecuador will conduct efforts for relief by
fundraising and creating awareness about the issue. All
proceeds will be directed to the Ecuadorean Red Cross.
Donations can be made on Venmo @TuftsforEcuador .
For more information visit Tufts for Equador on
Facebook

Dr. William Gray Remembered
(Continued from Page 1)

Gray graduated 70 masters and Ph.D. students, and
many of his former graduate students have become
prominent leaders in the field of tropical meteorology
today. His last graduate student, CSU atmospheric
scientist Phil Klotzbach, has very successfully continued
these seasonal forecasts since 2006.
In a tribute to Dr. Gray Klotzbach said,
“Even at the end, Dr. Gray was focused on his research.
He gave me very clear instructions on various projects I
should be conducting over the next few years. He was
still sketching clouds using his legal pad and #2 pencils
and discussing the intricacies of cumulus convection
when I came to see him a few days before his death. He
told me several times throughout my time at CSU: ‘The
only immortality that you have as a professor is through
your graduate students’”.
His graduate students, their students, and now even
their students, are leaders in meteorological research
around the globe. The incredible legacy left by Dr. Gray
will last for generations to come. He will be sorely
missed.
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