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Quarter of a Million Plus Registered to 

Participate in 2017 Northeast ShakeOut 
WAKEFIELD, MA - Over a quarter of a Million people 

across the Northeast US were registered to Drop, Cover, 

and Hold On at 10:19 a.m. on October 19th as part of the 

2017 Northeast ShakeOut. 

   For the fifth year in a row, FEMA and the Northeast 

States Emergency Consortium, in partnership with the state 

agencies of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 

Hampshire, and Pennsylvania, coordinated recruitment and 

encouraged participation across the entire region. The ma-

jority of participants were from K-12 schools, with colleg-

es, businesses, and government agencies also well repre-

sented. 

   This year, 56 million across the globe and more than 

270,000 in the Northeast were registered to participate, 

either individually or by their family, school, organization 

or employer. 

   Though large earthquakes are not common in the North-

east, they have occurred in the past and will again in the 

future. The last major damaging 

 

   CRANSTON, RI- The Rhode Island 

Emergency Management Agency 

(RIEMA) has earned the prestigious 

distinction of being awarded national 

accreditation from the Emergency 

Management Accreditation Program 

(EMAP). This is a significant achieve-

ment that demonstrates the State of 

Rhode Island has met the EMAP stand-

ards which measures the effectiveness 

of an emergency management program. 

Rhode Island has joined 35 other 

EMAP accredited states that have 

achieved this noteworthy milestone.  

   Peter Gaynor, Director of RIEMA 

and the entire RIEMA Team worked 

tirelessly over the past two-years to 
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Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency Earns EMAP Accreditation  

 

comprehensively overhaul and integrate 

the State of Rhode Island's emergency 

management program. During his ten-

ure as the Director of Emergency Man-

agement for the City of Providence, he 

was the first municipality in the country 

to attain EMAP accreditation in 2010. 

Director Gaynor is now the first emer-

gency management Director to be 

awarded EMAP accreditation at both 

the local and state levels.  

   EMAP, an independent nonprofit 

organization, is a standard-based volun-

tary assessment and peer review ac-

creditation process for government pro-

grams responsible for coordinating 

emergency management efforts. EMAP 

accreditation is valid for five years and 

the program must maintain compliance to 

preserve its accreditation during that time.  

Please join us in congratulating Director 

Gaynor and his staff for this outstanding 

achievement.   

http://www.nesec.org
https://www.shakeout.org/northeast/
http://www.riema.ri.gov/about/index.php
http://www.riema.ri.gov/about/index.php
http://www.riema.ri.gov/about/index.php
https://www.emap.org/
https://www.emap.org/
https://www.emap.org/


   WASHINGTON DC - Forecasters at NOAA’s Climate 

Prediction Center released the U.S. Winter Outlook today, 

with La Nina potentially emerging for the second year in a 

row as the biggest wildcard in how this year’s winter will 

shape up. La Nina has a 55- to 65 percent chance of devel-

oping before winter sets in.  

   “If La Nina conditions develop, we predict it will be weak 

and potentially short-lived, but it could still shape the char-

acter of the upcoming winter,” said Mike Halpert, deputy 

director of NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center. “Typical La 

Nina patterns during winter include above average precipi-

tation and colder than average temperatures along the 

Northern Tier of the U.S. and below normal precipitation 

and drier conditions across the South.”  The outlook for De-

cember - February is as follows: 

   Precipitation: Wetter -than-average conditions are fa-

vored across most of the northern United States, extending 

from the northern Rockies, to the eastern Great Lakes, the 

Ohio Valley, in Hawaii and in western and northern Alaska. 

Drier-than-normal conditions are most likely across the en-

tire southern U.S. The Northeast is forecast to have equal 

chances of a wetter or drier winter. 

   Temperature: Warmer -than-normal conditions are most 

likely across the southern two-thirds of the continental U.S.,  

along the East Coast, across Hawaii and in western and 

northern Alaska. Below-average temperatures are favored 

along the Northern Tier of the country from Minnesota to 

the Pacific Northwest and in southeastern Alaska. 

The rest of the country falls into the equal chance category, 

which means they have an equal chance for above-, near-, 

or below-normal temperatures and/or precipitation because 

there is not a strong enough climate signal in these areas to 

shift the odds. 

   Drought: Despite the outlook favoring above-average 

precipitation this winter, drought is likely to persist in parts 

of the northern Plains, although improvement is anticipated 

NOAA Releases Winter Outlook farther West.  Elsewhere, drought could develop across 

scattered areas of the South, mainly in regions that 

missed the rainfall associated with the active 2017 hurri-

cane season. 
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Northeast States Provide Support 

Following Hurricane Maria 
   WAKEFIELD MA - NESEC States are assisting Puerto 

Rico and the Virgin Islands following Hurricane Maria, 

both by sending resources and personnel to assist on the 

island, and by accepting individuals displaced by the 

storm. 

   The major disasters caused by Hurricanes Harvey, Irma 

and Maria, and the forest fires in Northern California, 

have put an unprecedented demand on FEMA’s disaster 

response workforce. To bolster its disaster workforce, 

States are deploying personnel equipment and supplies 

under the Emergency Management Assistance Compact 

(EMAC). Under the Program, state and municipal agen-

cies will be reimbursed for all costs associated with de-

ployment of their personnel.  

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php
http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/sdo_summary.php
https://www.emacweb.org/
https://www.emacweb.org/


Great Northeast ShakeOut 

mic event. Boston is also partially built on filled land, 

which only increases the shaking potential.  

   So far in 2017, the Northeast and nearby Canada have 

experienced over 100 minor earthquakes (magnitude 3.4 or 

lower). These small events serve as a reminder that there is 

the potential for a large-scale earthquake in the region.  

   Thanks to all of those who participated in this year’s 

Great NorthEast ShakeOut! There is no way to predict or 

prevent earthquakes, so being prepared and knowing what 

to do when one occurs is the best defense you can have.  If 

you missed the October 19th drill, you can still set a time to 

practice Drop, Cover, and Hold On with your family or co-

workers. Follow @nesec on twitter or visit nesec.org/

earthquakes-hazards to get more information about earth-

quakes in the Northeast. 

earthquake in the region was the 1755 Cape Ann earth-

quake (est. M 6.2) that shook from Nova Scotia to Mar-

yland and damaged many brick buildings and chimneys 

in Boston.  

   Small earthquakes occur with a greater frequency in 

the Northeast, and moderate size (M 5.0) events occur 

every 30 - 47 years, according to the USGS. A recur-

rence of a Cape Ann like earthquake is estimated to 

cause Billions of Dollars of damage, injury and loss of 

life due in part to the high concentration of unreinforced 

masonry brick buildings in older urban areas like Bos-

ton. These URM buildings lack internal supports and 

are susceptible to complete collapse during a large seis-

 

(Continued from Page 1) 

FEMA Region III staff; Naugatuck Valley Health District, CT; Erie County Emergency Management Agency, PA; Alliance Cen-

ter for Independence, NJ;  and NYC Office of Emergency Management  all participated in the 2017 Northeast ShakeOut 

https://twitter.com/nesec?lang=en
http://nesec.org/earthquakes-hazards/
http://nesec.org/earthquakes-hazards/


NESEC NEWS 
Northeast States Emergency Consortium 
1 West Water Street, Suite 205 
Wakefield, MA 01880 
www.nesec.org 
 
NESEC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

William J. Hackett, (Chair ) Director  

Connecticut Division of Emergency Management & Homeland Security 
Peter Gaynor, (Vice-Chair) Director 

Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency  

Kurt Schwartz, (Treasurer /Clerk) Director  
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency  

Peter Rogers, Acting Director  

Maine Emergency Management Agency 
Perry Plummer, Director  

New Hampshire Department of Safety Homeland Security & Emergency Management 

Col. Joseph R. Fuentes, Director  
New Jersey Office of  Emergency Management    

Kevin E. Wisely, Director  

New York State Office of Emergency Management  

Erica Bornemann,  Director  

Vermont Emergency Management Agency 

 

NESEC STAFF 

Edward S. Fratto, Executive Director  

Sula Watermulder, GIS and Emergency Management Specialist 

The Northeast States Emergency Consortium, Inc., is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) tax exempt corporation supported 

by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  Any opinions, findings, and conclusion or recommendations 

expressed in this material are those of the authors) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Homeland Security. 

When you use the link below to buy at Amazon.com, you pay the 

same price and Amazon gives NESEC 4% of the proceeds. 

Support NESEC by Holiday 

Shopping through our Ama-

zon.com Portal! 
Click Below! Same Products! Same Prices! 

http://www.amazon.com/?&tag=nesec_search-20&camp=211041&creative=374005&linkCode=qs1&adid=0N6JCR9K24J44SXQV7NW&&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nesec.org%2Fdonate.cfm.html

