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Pete Gaynor Confirmed by US Senate
as the Deputy Administrator of FEMA
WASHINGTON, DC - Pete Gaynor, Director of the Rhode
Island Emergency Management Agency (RIEMA) and the Vice
Chair of the Northeast States Emergency Consortium (NESEC),
was confirmed by the Senate on October 11, 2018 to be the Deputy Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).
Department of Homeland Secretary Nielsen said in a statement
on Gaynor’s confirmation, “Yesterday, the Senate confirmed
Pete Gaynor to be Deputy Administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). With the 2018 hurricane
season fully underway, Pete’s confirmation could not have come
at a more critical time. His experience as both a state and local
emergency manager, combined with more than two decades of
service in the United States Marine Corps, make him an invaluable addition to the Administrator’s leadership team at FEMA.
Deputy Administrator Gaynor will immediately get to work
helping the many Americans recently devastated by the destruction of Hurricane Michael across the East Coast. I look forward
Pete Gaynor, Deputy Administrator, Federal Emergency to working with him in the months and years ahead to support
Management Agency (FEMA)
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Vermont Swift Water Rescue Team Returns from Hurricane Zone Deployment
WATERBURY, VT - Vermont's swift
water rescue team deployed members
to North Carolina to assist in the response to Hurricane Florence. Vermont Task Force 1 Swift Water Rescue Team performed evacuations and
rescues in flooded areas.
The deployment was coordinated
through the Emergency Management
Assistance Compact (EMAC) at the
request of the North Carolina Division of Emergency Management. The
mission lasted 10 days and the team
returned to Vermont on September
21. The responders deployed to North

Carolina are only a portion of Vermont’s swift water personnel, leaving
sufficient coverage for the state should
there be a need. The task force was split
in two when they got to North Carolina
before the hurricane hit. One went to
the small community of Bladenboro,
which was hit first with dramatic flash
flooding for about 58 hours. Vermont
crews rescued about a dozen people
there. The other team went to a small
town called Kelly, which faced longterm river flooding. That community
was flooded after the levees there broke
and left 800 homes underwater.
Vermont Swift Water Rescue Team
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the men and women of FEMA as they carry out their missions.”
The Deputy Administrator reports directly to FEMA Administrator Brock Long. Long said in a statement, "Last
night, the Senate moved to confirm Pete Gaynor to serve as
the Deputy Administrator of FEMA. Following the 2017
hurricane season and throughout the current hurricane season, I've stressed the agency's need for a Deputy Administrator with the skills and background necessary for our
country to continue our response efforts”.
"I would like to offer my thanks to the Senate for their
actions in advancing Pete's confirmation and we at FEMA
look forward to Pete joining the team and thank him for his
commitment and dedication to once again serve his country. Gaynor has a wealth of experience in emergency management, organizational change, planning and policy. Gaynor was appointed to lead Rhode Island's Emergency Management Agency in January 2015. He advised the governor
on emergency management policy and serves as the liaison
between FEMA and local emergency management. Petit
has also served as Vice Chair of the Northeast States Emergency Consortium.
On his final day at RIEMA, Pete said. “As I move to my
next assignment in Washington, DC, I am excited about
once again serving my country. I will work with the same
dedication and mission focus as I did for the State of Rhode
Island, City of Providence and the U.S. Marine Corps. I
look forward to the challenges of the position and the ability to make significant positive change at FEMA and for
the nation. I will never forget my time at RIEMA and the
professionals who work every day to ensure the safety, security, and resilience of the State. It has been an honor to
serve.”

recently released by the agency’s Climate Prediction
Center.
“Snow forecasts are generally not predictable more than
a week in advance,” the agency said. “Even during a
warmer-than-average winter, periods of cold temperatures and snowfall are still likely to occur.”

Above-average temperatures are likely across most of
the northeast according to the 2018-2019 Winter Outlook recently released by the agency’s Climate
Prediction Center.
“That does not mean that below average temperatures
cannot occur,” Mike Halpert, deputy director of NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center, said in a statement.
“For every point on these maps there exists the possibility that there will be below, near, or above average outcome. The maps show only the most likely category

NOAA is Forecasting a
Mild 2018-2019 Winter
for the Northeast
WASHINGTON, DC - The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration says a mild winter could be in
store for the Northeast and much of the country this year.
The outlook does not include specific snowfall accumulations, but it is being forecast that New England, has
an equal chance of seeing above, near, or below normal
precipitation.
“Snow forecasts are generally not predictable more
than a week in advance,” the agency said. “Even during a
warmer-than-average winter, periods of cold temperatures and snowfall are still likely to occur.”
Above-average temperatures are likely across most of the
northeast according to the 2018-2019 Winter Outlook

with higher probability indicating greater confidence.”
The forecast for the Northeast is variable in terms of
precipitation and temperature so we need to prepared
for the worst and hope for the best
NOAA will provide an update to the forecast in November.
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Quarter of a Million People Plus Registered
to Participate in 2018 Northeast ShakeOut

WAKEFIELD, MA - Over a quarter of a Million people
across the Northeast US were registered to Drop, Cover, and Hold On at 10:18 a.m. on October 18th as part
of the 2018 Northeast ShakeOut.
For the sixth year in a row, FEMA and the Northeast
States Emergency Consortium, in partnership with the
state agencies of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
New Hampshire, and Pennsylvania, coordinated recruitment and encouraged participation across the entire region. The majority of participants were from K-12
schools, with colleges, businesses, and government
agencies also well represented.
This year, 61 million across the globe and more than
250,000 in the Northeast were registered to participate,
either individually or by their family, school, organization or employer.
Though large earthquakes are not common in the
Northeast, they have occurred in the past and will again
in the future. The last major damaging earthquake in the
region was the 1755 Cape Ann earthquake (est. M 6.2)
that shook from Nova Scotia to Maryland and damaged
many brick buildings and chimneys in Boston.
Small earthquakes occur with a greater frequency in

Free Multi-Hazard Risk Analysis
WAKEFIELD, MA - NESEC is offering FREE assistance to help local, state and other critical and essential
organizations understand their risk from natural hazards.
Using the FEMA program HAZUS-MH, NESEC can
model impacts of earthquakes, hurricanes and floods in
your jurisdiction.
NESEC will provide selected entities with easy-tounderstand information or report covering the economic
impacts of any given earthquake, hurricane, or flood affecting your community. This may include hazard maps,

the Northeast, and moderate size (M 5.0) events occur
every 30 - 47 years, according to the USGS. A recurrence of a Cape Ann like earthquake is estimated to
cause Billions of Dollars of damage, injury and loss of
life due in part to the high concentration of unreinforced
masonry (URM) brick buildings in older urban areas like
Boston. These URM buildings lack internal supports and
are susceptible to complete collapse during a large seismic event. Boston is also partially built on filled land,
which only increases the shaking potential.
So far in 2018, the Northeast and nearby Canada have
experienced over 100 minor earthquakes (magnitude 3.5
or lower). These small events serve as a reminder that
there is the potential for a large-scale earthquake in the
region.
Thanks to all of those who participated in this year’s
Great NorthEast ShakeOut! There is no way to predict or
prevent earthquakes, so being prepared and knowing
what to do when one occurs is the best defense you can
have. If you missed the October 18th drill, you can still
set a time to practice Drop, Cover, and Hold On with
your family or co-workers. For more information about
earthquakes in the Northeast visit nesec.org/earthquakeshazards/
dollar damage estimates, shelter requirements, debris estimates, critical infrastructure and facility functionality and
much much more. This information can be an important
tool for community resiliency, hazard mitigation, emergency planning and operations, training exercises and
more. NESEC has provided hazard risk assessments to the
City of Boston, Nashua NH, Ipswich, MA, FEMA Region
1, the State of Maine, the Vermont Geological Survey and
others.
To request your FREE Hazard Risk Assessment please
complete the simple online application at: http://nesec.org/
mapyourriskapply/
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When you use the link below to buy at Amazon.com, you pay the
same price and Amazon gives NESEC 4% of the proceeds.
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