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New Directors Appointed in
Massachusetts and Rhode Island

Samantha Phillips, Director MEMA

Marc Pappas, Director RIEMA

PROVIDENCE, RI and BOSTON, MA - The Baker-Polito Administration in Massachusetts has named Samantha
Phillips as the new director of the Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency (MEMA) and in Rhode Island
Governor Gina M. Raimondo appointment Marc Pappas as Director of the Rhode Island Emergency Management
Agency (RIEMA).
Pappas, who began his career with RIEMA in 2009, has served as acting director of the Emergency Management
Agency since Peter Gaynor became the deputy administrator of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
in the Fall of 2018. Previously he spent 25 years in law enforcement including more than two decades with the Pawtucket Police Department.
"For nearly a decade, Marc has been a central figure in Rhode Island's emergency response, including the Great
Floods of 2010 where he coordinated local, state and federal response," said Governor Raimondo. "As we enter snow
season, I am particularly pleased that we will have someone with Marc's experience and professionalism leading the
charge of our emergency response."
"I am honored that Governor Raimondo has selected me to be Director of the Emergency Management Agency,"
said Pappas. "It is a position that carries enormous responsibility and one for which I am uniquely qualified. I will do
my best to foster a culture of preparedness in Rhode Island."
(Continued on Page 2)
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Phillips and Pappas Appointed
(Continued from Page 1)

Samantha Phillips has served two mayors as the Director
of Emergency Management for the City of Philadelphia,
led a research and training center at SUNY Albany, and has
worked as an emergency management consultant.
“Samantha’s extensive skills and experience in the public
and private sectors, as well as academia, will help her lead
this critical state agency and I am very pleased to have her
on our team,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “We thank outgoing Director Schwartz for his many years of dedicated
service protecting the people of the Commonwealth and
advancing MEMA’s vital work.”
“Samantha Phillips’s impressive track record and leadership qualities make her a great choice to run MEMA,” said
Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito. “From preparing for
large scale events such as the Boston Marathon to responding to severe weather, the role that MEMA plays is vital
and we are very glad to welcome Samantha to this position.”
“It is an honor to join the Baker-Polito Administration as
the Director of the Massachusetts Emergency Management
Agency,” said Phillips. “I am excited to get to work with
MEMA’s dedicated team and our colleagues across the
Commonwealth; through partnership, collaboration, and
innovation we can build upon the work that has been accomplished in creating a comprehensive and sophisticated
emergency management program.”
Please join us in congratulating Samantha and Marc on
their appointments and welcoming them to the NESEC
Board of Directors.

Colorado State Forecasters
Expect Below Normal 2019
Atlantic Hurricane Season
FORT COLLINS, CO - Forecasters at Colorado State
University anticipate that the 2019 Atlantic basin hurricane
season will
have slightly belownormal activity. The
current
weak
El
Niño event
appears
likely
to
persist and
perhaps
even strengthen this summer/fall. Sea surface temperatures
averaged across the tropical Atlantic are slightly below

normal, and the far North Atlantic is anomalously cool.
As the chart below indicates, forecasters are predicting 13 named storms and 5 hurricanes, 2 of which will
be Major Hurricanes Category 3-5.
ATLANTIC BASIN SEASONAL HURRICANE FORECAST
FOR 2019

NUMBER OF EVENTS

Forecast Parameter and 19812010 Average (in parentheses)

Named Storms (NS) (12.1)

13

Named Storm Days (NSD)
(59.4)
Hurricanes (H) (6.4)

50

Hurricane Days (HD) (24.2)

16

Major Hurricanes (MH)
(2.7)
Major Hurricane Days
(MHD) (6.2)
Accumulated Cyclone Energy (ACE) (106)
Net Tropical Cyclone Activity (NTC) (116%)
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Forecasters anticipate a slightly below-average probability for major hurricanes making landfall along the
continental United States coastline and in the Caribbean.
The probabilities for at least one Major (Category 3-4
-5) Hurricane making landfall on each of the following
coastal areas are as follows:


Entire continental U.S. coastline - 48%
(Average for last century is 52%)



U.S. East Coast Including Peninsula Florida - 28%
(Average for last century is 31%)



Gulf Coast from Florida Panhandle to Brownsville 28% (Average for last century is 30%)



Caribbean - 39%
(Average for last century is 42%)

As is the case with all hurricane seasons, coastal residents are reminded that it only takes one hurricane making landfall to make it an active season for them. They
should prepare the same for every season, regardless of
how much activity is predicted.
This discussion as well as past forecasts and verifications are available online at http://tropical.colostate.edu
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Brief History of Earthquakes in Massachusetts
WAKEFIELD, MA - The most storied earthquake in
the history of the northeastern U.S. is the one that occurred about 4:30 a.m. on November 18, 1755. This
earthquake had an epicenter probably about 30 miles
east of Cape Ann, MA, and based on its felt area from
Halifax, Nova Scotia to Winyah, SC and to the northwestern end of Lake Champlain, its estimated magnitude is 6.2.

Map of Earthquakes of the Northeastern US and Southeastern Canada 1975 to 2017

In Boston the Cape Ann earthquake damaged or destroyed about one third of the chimneys, bent a number
of church steeples, and damaged several brick
walls. Some streets in Boston were so covered with
bricks that they were all but impassible.
Damage to chimneys and brick walls was reported at
several towns in northeastern Massachusetts, at Portsmouth, NH and at Portland, ME. The 1755 earthquake
followed an earlier strong shock that was centered near
Newburyport, MA on October 29, 1727. This shock

Free Multi-Hazard Risk Analysis
WAKEFIELD, MA - NESEC is offering FREE assistance to help local, state and other critical and essential
organizations understand their risk from natural hazards.
Using the FEMA program HAZUS-MH, NESEC can
model impacts of earthquakes, hurricanes and floods in
your jurisdiction.
NESEC will provide selected entities with easy-tounderstand information or report covering the economic
impacts of any given earthquake, hurricane, or flood affecting your community. This may include hazard maps,

had an estimated magnitude of 5.6, and it damaged chimneys, caved in some cellar walls, and threw down stone
fences in the Newburyport area. The 1727 earthquake
was felt as far away as Philadelphia, PA and Penobscot
Bay, ME. It was followed by over one hundred local
aftershocks that were felt by residents in the Newburyport area.
On October 16, 1963 there was an earthquake centered
near Cape Ann that had an estimated magnitude of about
4.0 and that caused some plaster to fall, cracked some
brick walls, caused objects to fall from shelves, and
broke a window in northeastern Massachusetts. Little
information is known about an earthquake that occurred
on October 5, 1817. Walls were reported thrown down
at Woburn, MA but additional details are lacking.
There also were several moderate earthquakes centered
in southeastern Massachusetts that were felt notably in
the state but caused no damage. These events were on
August 8, 1847, on September 21, 1876, on April 24,
1925 and on January 28, 1940 at 6:12 p.m. The residents
of Nantucket Island were jolted by a moderate earthquake on October 24, 1965 that moved ornaments and
dishes on shelves.
In all, over 400 earthquakes centered in Massachusetts
are known from the earliest reported event on December
19, 1668 in northeastern Massachusetts through
2016. Most of the earthquakes have been in the northeastern part of the state, with also a large number of
earthquakes were centered in the south coast area and
Cape Cod.
In addition, some earthquakes have occurred in the
central part of the state.
Massachusetts Information and Links
Massachusetts Earthquake Information from the USGS
Earthquake Information from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency
Massachusetts State Geologist
Massachusetts Earthquake Contact
Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency
dollar damage estimates, shelter requirements, debris estimates, critical infrastructure and facility functionality and
much much more. This information can be an important
tool for community resiliency, hazard mitigation, emergency planning and operations, training exercises and
more. NESEC has provided hazard risk assessments to the
City of Boston, Nashua NH, Ipswich, MA, FEMA Region
1, the State of Maine, the Vermont Geological Survey and
others.
To request your FREE Hazard Risk Assessment please
complete the simple online application at: http://nesec.org/
mapyourriskapply/
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When you use the link below to buy at Amazon.com, you pay the
same price and Amazon gives NESEC 4% of the proceeds.
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