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Hundreds of Thousands Registered

Boston Federal Executive Board (FEB) Employee Practicing Drop, Cover & Hold On
SOURCE: TWITTER

WAKEFIELD, MA - Over 212,000 people across the Northeast United States were registered to Drop, Cover, and Hold
On at 10:17 a.m. on October 17th as part of the 2019 Northeast
ShakeOut.
Last year more than 63 million people were registered for
Great ShakeOut earthquake drills worldwide. This year, over
66 million across the globe and more than 212,000 in the
Northeast were registered to participate, either individually or
by their family, school, organization or employer.
For the seventh year in a row, FEMA Region 1 and the
Northeast States Emergency Consortium (NESEC), coordinated recruitment and encouraged participation across the entire
region. NESEC used social media (Twitter) to promote registration and participation in ShakeOut. The majority of participants were from K-12 schools, with colleges, businesses, and
government agencies also represented.
Though large earthquakes are not common in the Northeast,
they have occurred in the past and will again in the future. The
last major damaging earthquake in the region was the 1755
(Continued on Page 3)

Are Modern Building Codes in Place in Your Community
TALLAHASSEE, FL - Did you
know that modern building codes can
help ensure that a home or other
building is constructed using the latest practices and standards? Was
your home built using modern codes
that can contained provisions to
withstand the impact of earthquakes,
hurricanes and other hazards? If you
would like to determine the current
building code in place in your community just go to Inspect and Protect
and use their free tool.
The color-coded analysis you will
receive reflects the status of current

International Residential Code adoption. It does not reflect the status of
building code enforcement or historical codes. This information is simply
an overview of current codes and
does not apply directly to any individual structure.
Please contact your local government building department for specific
information about building codes in
place when your home was built.
The Federal Alliance for Safe
Homes, Inc. (FLASH) has prepared
this website for informational and
educational purposes only.
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NOAA Winter Outlook Warmer
Than Average for New England

vored to change. The outlook does not project seasonal
snowfall accumulations as snow forecasts are generally

COLLEGE PARK, MD - Forecasters at NOAA’s Climate
Prediction Center recently released the US Winter Outlook
with warmer than average temperatures forecast for much of
the Nation. Although below-average temperatures are not
favored, cold weather is anticipated and some areas could
still experience a cold winter. Wetter than average weather
is most likely across the Northern Tier of the US during
winter, which extends from December through February.
While the El Nino climate pattern often influences the
winter, neutral conditions are in place this year and expected to persist into the spring. In the absence of El Nino,
long-term trends become a key predictor for the outlook.
Precipitation
Wetter than average conditions are most likely in Alaska
and Hawaii this winter, along with portions of the Northern
Plains, Upper Mississippi Valley, the Great Lakes and parts
of the Mid-Atlantic and parts of the Northeast. Drier-thanaverage conditions are most likely for Louisiana, parts of
Texas, Mississippi, Arkansas and Oklahoma as well areas of
northern and central California.
The remainder of the US, including New England, falls
into the category of equal chances for below, near, or above
average precipitation.
Temperature

The greatest likelihood for warmer than normal conditions
are in Alaska and Hawaii, with more modest probabilities
for above-average temperatures spanning large parts of the
remaining lower 48 from the West across the South and up
into the Northeast and New England.
The Northern Plains, Upper Mississippi Valley, and the
western Great Lakes have equal chances for below, near or
above-average temperatures. No part of the U.S. is favored
to have below-average temperatures this winter.
NOAA’s seasonal outlooks provide the likelihood that
temperatures and total precipitation amounts will be above,
near or below-average and how drought conditions are fa-

not predictable more than a week in advance. Even during a warmer-than-average winter, periods of cold temperatures and snowfall are expected.

Free Multi-Hazard Risk Analysis
WAKEFIELD, MA - NESEC is offering FREE, assistance to help local, state and other critical and essential
organizations understand their risk from natural hazards.
Using the FEMA program HAZUS MULTI-HAZARD,
NESEC can model impacts of earthquakes, hurricanes
and floods in your jurisdiction
NESEC will provide selected entities with easy to understand maps and reports covering the economic impacts of any given earthquake, hurricane, or flood affecting your community. This may include hazard maps, dollar damage estimates, shelter requirements, debris estimates, critical infrastructure and facility functionality and
much much more. This information can be an important
tool for community resiliency, hazard mitigation, emer-

gency planning and operations, training exercises and
more. To request your FREE Hazard Risk Assessment
please complete the simple online application at: http://
nesec.org/mapyourriskapply/

Great Northeast ShakeOut

New York City Office of Emergency Management and the New England Fire Chiefs Association “Sparky” Participating in the
SOURCE: TWITTER
2019 Northeast Shakeout.
(Continued from Page 1)

Cape Ann earthquake (est. M 6.2) that shook from Nova Scotia to Maryland and damaged many brick buildings and chimneys in Boston.
Small earthquakes occur with a greater frequency in
the Northeast, and medium (M 5.0) events occur every
30 - 47 years, according to the USGS. A recurrence of a
Cape Ann like earthquake is estimated to cause Billions
of Dollars of damage, injury and loss of life due in part
to the high concentration of unreinforced masonry brick
buildings in older urban areas like Boston. These URM
buildings lack internal supports and are susceptible to
severe damage and possibly complete collapse during a
large seismic event. Boston is also partially built on

filled land, which only increases the shaking potential.
So far in 2019, according to the Weston Observatory at
Boston College, the Northeast and nearby Canada have experienced over 100 minor earthquakes (magnitude 3.7 or
lower). These small events serve as a reminder that there is
the potential for a large-scale earthquake in the region.
Thanks to all of those who participated in this year’s Great
NorthEast ShakeOut! There is no way to predict or prevent
earthquakes, so being prepared and knowing what to do
when one occurs is the best defense you can have. If you
missed the October 17th drill, you can still set a time to
practice Drop, Cover, and Hold On with your family or coworkers. Follow @NESEC on twitter or visit
www.nesec.org to get more information about earthquakes
in the Northeast.
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