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Pete Gaynor Confirmed by US Senate 

as FEMA Administrator  
 WASHINGTON, DC – Peter T. Gaynor, former Director of 
the Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency (RIEMA) 

and the former Vice Chair of the Northeast States Emergency 

Consortium (NESEC), was confirmed by the Senate on Janu-
ary 14, 2020 to be the Administrator of the Federal Emergency 

Management Agency (FEMA). 

   Gaynor served as the Director of Rhode Island’s Emergency 

Management Agency (RIEMA) from 2015 to 2018. During 
that time, RIEMA responded to numerous small and large dis-

asters, including one presidentially declared disaster and at 

least seven pre-existing active federal disasters. Gaynor over-
saw response and recovery efforts to blizzards, floods, tropical 

storms and public health emergencies. He also coordinated 

evacuations, mass care, special events, and school safety. 
   Gaynor served as the policy advisor to Governor Gina Rai-

mondo on emergency management matters. He was also the 

Chair of the State Interoperable Communications Committee, 

the State Emergency Response Commission, and was Vice 
Chair of the State Emergency Management Advisory Commit 

Pete Gaynor, Administrator, Federal Emergency Manage-

ment Agency (FEMA)                     

   SAN DIEGO, CA - The 2020 Na-
tional Earthquake Conference (NEC) 

will take place during the week of 

March 2 in San Diego, California.  
   The Conference is hosted by the 

Earthquake Engineering Research 

Institute, the nonprofit Federal Alli-

ance for Safe Homes and FEMA. 
The NEC provides a unique oppor-

tunity for academia, building code 

experts, design/build professionals, 
FEMA directorates, first responders, 

geologists, local emergency manag-

ers, insurance and reinsurance pro-
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The National Earthquake Conference March 2 - 6, 2020 

          

 

fessionals, local and tribal govern-
ments, private sector interests, volun-

teers and others to share the latest 

advances in earthquake science, best 

practices for outreach and education, 
building science and code advance-

ment, and policy initiatives that im-

prove resiliency. Attendees will share 
the latest advances in earthquake sci-

ence, engineering, policy, and emer-

gency management to create more 
resilient buildings and disaster-

resilient communities in the face of 

national seismic risk.   

http://www.nesec.org
http://www.EarthquakeConference.org
http://www.EarthquakeConference.org
https://federalalliance.regfox.com/2020-national-earthquake-conference-72nd-annual-eeri-annual-meeting-nepm-meeting


   WASHINGTON, DC - Days after a 6.4 Magnitude earth-
quake rocked Puerto Rico, followed by hundreds of after-

shocks, the full extent of damage is only just beginning to 

be realized. 

   NASA scientists are using satellite data to help federal 
and local agencies identify areas with potential damage. 

Earthquakes cause permanent changes to the ground sur-

face. By comparing interferometric synthetic aperture radar 
(InSAR) data acquired on Jan. 9, 2020, with data acquired 

on Dec. 28, 2019, from the Copernicus Sentinel-1A satel-

lite, the scientists were able to map where, how much and in 
what direction those changes occurred. 

   Managed by the European Space Agency (ESA), the Co-

pernicus Sentinel-1A satellite was able to see the eastern 

two-thirds of the island during the Jan. 9 flyover. On the 
map, red indicates areas where the ground was changed, or 

displaced, with darker shades corresponding to more signifi-

cant displacement. The scientists found that the greatest dis-
placement from the flyover area occurred west of the city of 

Ponce (identified by the green star), not far from the quake's 

offshore epicenter. They recorded up to 5.5 inches of 
ground change there. The ground appeared to shift down-

ward and slightly to the west. 

   The quake epicenter and the cluster of quakes and after-

shocks in the region identified by the United States Geolog-
ical Survey (shown as orange circles) fall just west of the 

satellite's Jan. 9 track. Because of this, scientists also plan to 

analyze data from Sentinel-1A's forthcoming flyover, which 
will include western Puerto Rico. 

The NASA Earth Applied Sciences Disasters Program has 

activated Tier 1 response in support of this disaster and is in 
contact with the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 

the United States Geological Survey and Health and Human 

NASA Uses Satellite Data to Map 

Ground Changes From Puerto 

Rico Earthquake  

Services (HHS) to provide NASA Earth-observing data 
in support of response and recovery efforts.  

   Products in the process of being produced include Suo-

mi-NPP-based “Black Marble” power outage maps, dam-

age maps, and landslide maps. A webpage has also been 
created on the NASA Disasters Mapping Portal to supply 

relevant GIS data products. 

   The map contains modified Copernicus Sentinel data 
processed by ESA and analyzed by scientists at NASA's 

Jet Propulsion Laboratory, and earthquake location data 

from the USGS. For additional information please con-
tact:  Arielle Samuelson 

 Jet Propulsion Laboratory, Pasadena, Calif. 

 818-354-0307 

 arielle.a.samuelson@jpl.nasa.gov   
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Free Multi-Hazard Risk Analysis 
   WAKEFIELD, MA - As you plan for the new decade, 
The Northeast States Emergency Consortium (NESEC) 

can help you utilize GIS to assess your risks to hazards 

that can affect your community. NESEC is offering 

FREE, assistance to help local, state and other  critical 
and essential organizations understand their risk from 

earthquakes and other natural hazards. Using the FEMA 

program HAZUS MULTI-HAZARD, NESEC can model 
impacts of earthquakes, hurricanes and floods in your 

jurisdiction 

   NESEC will provide selected entities with easy to un-
derstand maps and reports covering the economic im-

pacts of any given earthquake, hurricane, or flood affect-

ing your community. This may include hazard maps, dol-

lar damage estimates, shelter requirements, debris esti-
mates, critical infrastructure and facility functionality and 

much much more. This information can be an important 

tool for community resiliency, hazard mitigation, emer-

gency planning and operations, training exercises and 
more. To request your FREE Hazard Risk Assessment 

please complete the simple online application at: http://

nesec.org/mapyourriskapply/  

 

Map of  Puerto Rico Earthquake Epicenters and Resulting 

Ground Displacement                                          SOURCE: NASA 

mailto:arielle.a.samuelson@jpl.nasa.gov
http://nesec.org/mapyourriskapply/
http://nesec.org/mapyourriskapply/


 Probability of a 2020 Hurricane Strike by State  

Rhode Island was the first state designated as StormReady 
by the National Weather Service. 

   Gaynor was awarded the International Association of 

Emergency Managers USA & Global Partners in Prepared-

ness Award for Operation SMART EXIT, a planned full-
scale evacuation of several high-rise commercial buildings 

in Downtown Providence, RI.                                                  

   Prior to his experience as an emergency manager, Gaynor 
served for 26 years as an enlisted Marine and Infantry Of-

ficer in the United States Marine Corps. During his tenure in 

the Marines, he was assigned as the Executive Officer re-
sponsible for the security of the Presidential Retreat, Camp 

David. He was also  assigned as the Head of Plans, Policy 

and Operations at the Headquarters Marine Corps during the 

September 11, 2001 attacks, and deployed in support of Iraqi 
Freedom with the 1st Marine Expeditionary Force where he 

coordinated combat operations in the Al-Anbar Province of 

Iraq for Multi-National and Marine forces. 
   Gaynor received a Bachelor’s degree in history from 

Rhode Island College and a Master’s degree in national se-

curity and strategic studies from the Naval War College in 
Newport, RI. He is also a graduate of the Center for Home-

land Defense and Security’s Executive Leaders Program. 

   Please join NESEC and its Board of Directors in congratu-

lating Pete in his new role as Administrator of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 

 
tee. Additionally, he served as a Commissioner and a 

member for the Program Review Committee for the 

Emergency Management Accreditation Program 

(EMAP), which fosters excellence and accountability in 
emergency management and homeland security pro-

grams across the nation. 

   From March 2008 to December 2014, Gaynor was the 
Director of the Providence Emergency Management 

Agency (PEMA) and Office of Homeland Security, 

where he was the only Certified Emergency Manager 
assigned as a municipal emergency manager in Rhode 

Island. He was responsible for ensuring the planning 

and operations of the agency, coordinating community 

exercise programs, managing the Emergency Opera-
tions Center (EOC), and advising the Mayor of the City 

of Providence on local government emergency opera-

tions. During his tenure at RIEMA and PEMA, Gaynor 
oversaw multiple response and recovery operations and 

managed numerous federally declared disasters. 

   Under Pete Gaynor’s leadership, in 2010, PEMA be-
came the first municipality in the United States to re-

ceive accreditation from EMAP. In 2017, Rhode Island 

became the 36th state to be EMAP accredited, making 

Gaynor the first emergency management director 
awarded EMAP accreditation at both the local and state 

levels. In January 2018, under Gaynor’s direction, 
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FORT COLLINS, CO – Scientists at Colorado State 
University have calculated the probabilities of each 

coastal state being impacted by a hurricane in 2020 

using the impacts database available from the Nation-

al Hurricane Center.   
   The Table to the right displays the probabilities for 

each state along the United States coastline being im-

pacted by a hurricane and major hurricane, respective-
ly.  Colorado State scientists define a hurricane im-

pact to be that sustained hurricane-force winds were 

experienced somewhere in the state.   
   The Landfall Probability Website has additional 

probability information including county-level proba-

bilities for 205 coastal counties from Brownsville, TX 

to Eastport, ME.  These probabilities will be updated 
with the April 2, 2020 quantitative forecast.    

   Additional seasonal 2020 outlooks for the Atlantic 

basin hurricane will be issued on June 4, July 7 and 
August 6. They will also be issuing two-week fore-

casts for Atlantic tropical cyclone activity during the 

peak of the season from August-October. A verifica-
tion and discussion of all 2020 forecasts will be issued 

in late November 2020. These forecasts will be avail-

able on their project website.  

State Hurricane Major Hurricane 

Florida 51% 21% 

Texas 33% 12% 

Louisiana 30% 12% 

North Carolina 28% 8% 

South Carolina 17% 4% 

Alabama 16% 3% 

Mississippi 11% 4% 

Georgia 11% 1% 

New York 8% 3% 

Connecticut 7% 2% 

Massachusetts 7% 2% 

Virginia 6% 1% 

Rhode Island 6% 3% 

Maine 4% <1% 

Maryland 1% <1% 

Delaware 1% <1% 

New Jersey 1% <1% 

New Hampshire 1% <1% 
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http://www.e-transit.org/hurricane/welcome.html
http://tropical.colostate.edu/


The Northeast States Emergency Consortium, Inc., is a not-for-profit 501(c)(3) tax exempt corporation supported 

by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).  Any opinions, findings, and conclusion or recommendations 

expressed in this material are those of the authors) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Department of Homeland Security. 

When you use the link below to buy at Amazon.com, you pay the 

same price and Amazon gives NESEC 4% of the proceeds. 

4 NESEC NEWS 

NESEC NEWS 
Northeast States Emergency Consortium 

1 West Water Street, Suite 205 

Wakefield, MA 01880 

www.nesec.org   

 

NESEC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

William J. Hackett, (Chair ) Director  

Connecticut Division of Emergency Management & Homeland Security 

Erica Bornemann, (Vice Chair ) Director  

Vermont Emergency Management Agency 

Samantha Phillips, (Treasurer /Cler k) Director  

Massachusetts Emergency Management Agency  

Peter Rogers, Acting Director  

Maine Emergency Management Agency 

Jennifer Harper, Dir ector  

New Hampshire Department of Safety Homeland Security & Emergency Management 

Colonel Patrick J. Callahan, Dir ector  

New Jersey Office of Emergency Management    

Dan O’Hara, Director  

New York State Office of Emergency Management  

Marc Pappas, Dir ector  

Rhode Island Emergency Management Agency  

NESEC STAFF 

Edward S. Fratto, Executive Director  

Brooke Amendola, GIS & Emergency Management Analyst  

Saraneh Fitzgerald, GIS Analyst  

Jordan Foulds, GIS & Emergency Management Analyst  

http://www.nesec.org

